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Kenya vies for strategic position at the IMO 

Kenya is garnering support from IMO member states to be re-elected into the International 

Maritime Organization (IMO) Council for the biennium 2020-2021 during the 31st Regular 

Session of the IMO General Assembly which began on 25th November, 2019 at the IMO 

Headquarters in London, United Kingdom.   The IMO elections will be held on Friday, 29th 

November, 2019 at the IMO Headquarters. Mrs. Nancy Karigithu, Principal Secretary, Shipping 

and Maritime, is the Head of the Kenyan Delegation which consists of the Kenyan High 

Commissioner to the United Kingdom, H. E, Manoa Esipisu, the Kenya Maritime Authority 

(KMA) Board Chairperson, Geoffrey Mwango, the Director General, Kenya Maritime Authority, 

Maj (Rtd) George Nyamoko Okon’go and Members of Parliament- Kenya National Assembly, 

Departmental Committee on Transport, Public Works and Housing Hon. Ahmed Bashane Gaal, 

Hon. Suleiman Dori Ramadhan, and Hon. Shadrack John Mose.  

During the session of the 31st Regular Session of the IMO General Assembly on 26th November, 

2019, Mrs. Karigithu delivered Kenya’s Statement for reelection to IMO Member States and 

delegates. Kenya’s statement, reinforces Kenya’s ability to serve members of the international 

maritime community and its commitment to progress the Blue Economy, maritime and shipping 

agenda in the region. The key issues highlighted in the nation’s statement to IMO member states 

are sustainable Blue economy with reference to the 2018 Sustainable Blue Economy Conference 

that was hosted by Kenya, safety of shipping, maritime security, maritime regulations and 

compliance, protection of the marine environment and marine plastic litter, Piracy and armed 

robbery against ships, climate change with respect to the reduction of green gas house emissions 

and compliance to the Sulphur limit regulations by ships, maritime technology, maritime trade 
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facilitation and port efficiency, maritime education and training,  welfare of seafarers, and 

empowerment of women in the maritime sector among other issues of significance.  

If successful to clinch the IMO Council seat, Kenya will be part of the Executive Organ of IMO 

and will be responsible together with other elected Member Countries, under the Assembly, for 

supervising the work of the IMO. As a member of the Council, Kenya will perform the following 

functions together with other elected members of the Council: 

(a) coordinate the activities of the organs of the IMO; 

(b) consider the draft work programmes and budget estimates of the IMO and submit them to 

the Assembly; 

(c) receive reports and proposals of the Committees and other organs and submit them to the 

Assembly and Member States, with comments and recommendations as appropriate; 

(d) take part in the election of the Secretary-General, subject to the approval of the 

Assembly; 

(e) enter into agreements or arrangements concerning the relationship of the Organization 

with other organizations, subject to approval by the Assembly. 

Additionally, as a member of the Council, Kenya will continue to support IMO’s initiatives. 

 

 Kenya’s re-election to the IMO Council will be of benefit to not only the region but also for the 

wider international maritime community. Her re-election to the Council under Category ‘C’ will 

serve the interests of the Eastern and Central Africa sub-region, Horn of Africa and West Indian 

Ocean and the international maritime community in general. 

 

Category C under which Kenya is vying for, so far has 28 candidates for 20 slots, with new 

entrants being, Antigua and Barbuda, Poland, Pakistan Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Qatar. 

This year, Category C has turned out to be very competitive and many of these countries are 

sparing no resources in their campaigns. Category B has 12 candidates for 10 slots while 

Category A has 10 candidates for 10 slots. 
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Kenya has intensified its lobbying process and continues to hold bilateral meetings to build up 

support for Kenya's candidature. Kenya also promoted its candidature by corresponding, 

recommending and proposing reciprocal support arrangements with other countries that have 

been forwarding various candidatures to the Headquarters. 

 

The Republic of Kenya joined the International Maritime Organization (IMO) in 1973 and has 

remained an active participant and supporter of IMO activities. Kenya is currently an IMO 

Council Member under Category ‘C’, having first been elected in 2001 with subsequent re-

elections to date.  Her continuous re-election to the Council has provided a solid voice at the 

IMO for Eastern Africa and the Great Lakes region consisting of the following countries: 

Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Somalia, 

South Sudan, Republic of Tanzania, Uganda, as well as the Horn of Africa Region and the island 

states of the Western Indian Ocean.     

 

Enclosure:  Kenya’s Statement to IMO member states  
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